PRE-SCHOOL EDUCATION	131
future Presidents' children had to be eared for. A room was set
aside for the children, and the women took turns in looking
after them. They quickly realised the need for trained people in
the care of children. The local education authority was asked
to help. Five of the most politically active and intelligent women
were selected and given an intensive eight days' training. After
. a short time another group was given an eight days' course. The
first group was then released for a three months' course. As the
number of workers increased, so the course was lengthened. They
were all mothers who were receiving practical and theoretical
training at the same time. This attempt was begun in 1928.
By 1932, visitors from other areas were coming to see their
crfeches and nursery-infant schools. Now they have some of the
best in the ILS.S.R. This instance of spontaneous activity, which
receives whole-hearted encouragement from the central authori-
ties, can be multiplied many times over.
There is much misunderstanding abroad over this pre-school
education. Children are not taken away from their parents by
the State at birth or at any other time. It is not part of Com-
munist philosophy to destroy family life. On the contrary, the
family as a unit is the basis of society. Krupskaya, discussing
this question, said: " The parental feeling cannot be suppressed,
even if it might assume another form, and bring greater happiness
to children and parents. Those working men and women who
refuse to hand their children over to children's towns are in the
right. The rearing of children in the Socialist Commonwealth
must be so contrived that parents themselves have a part in it,
together with teachers."
The State can only interfere when it has evidence that the
child is being ill-treated. Parents are entirely free to send their
children to the creche or not. Even the nursery-infant school is
at present not compulsory. The er&che will never be compulsory,
simply because women who wished would ignore the law. Condi-
tions, however, are all in favour of the crfeche and the nursery-
infant school, The shortage of houses—a Tsarist legacy—and
the employment of women make creches and

